
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON COPYRIGHT 
 
Are all ISDA Publications1 protected by copyright?
Yes.  All ISDA Publications are protected by copyright.  Protection by copyright means 
that the document cannot be copied, reproduced or distributed in any form (paper, 
electronic or otherwise) without the express written permission of ISDA’s General 
Counsel or subject to any exceptions as discussed below. 
 
Can my firm photocopy or electronically distribute the ISDA Master Agreements2 and 
ISDA Credit Support Documents3? 
The ISDA Master Agreements and the ISDA Credit Support Documents may be copied 
(in paper or electronic form) solely for purposes of documenting transactions under an 
ISDA Master Agreement or collateralizing a transaction by utilizing the ISDA Credit 
Support Documents.  However, the initial copy of the ISDA Master Agreement and/or 
ISDA Credit Support Document must be purchased.  
 
The ISDA Master Agreement and/or ISDA Credit Support Documents must be purchased 
if such document is intended to be used for reference purposes or any other non-
transactional reason.   
 
Can my firm photocopy or electronically distribute an ISDA Definitional Booklet4? 
The ISDA Definitional Booklets may not be photocopied or electronically distributed for 
any reason.   
 
What if my firm wants to provide a client, customer or investor with a copy of an ISDA 
Publication – not for purposes of a transaction but for informational purposes? 
The provision of an ISDA Publication to a client, customer or investor for informational 
purposes requires that the relevant ISDA Publication be purchased. 
 
How does the ISDA copyright work for ISDA Publications marked as “Free Download” 
on the ISDA Bookstore page? 
ISDA Publications marked as “Free Download” on the ISDA Bookstore page may be 
photocopied or electronically distributed without violation of the ISDA copyright, 
provided such ISDA Publications are copied (in paper or electronic form) solely for 
purposes of documenting transactions.   

                                                 
1  “ISDA Publication” is defined as any document published and included on the “Bookstore” 
section of the ISDA website, whether a fee is charged for such publication or not. 
2  “ISDA Master Agreements” is defined as any of the following: the 2002 ISDA Master Agreement; 
the 1992 ISDA Master Agreement (Multicurrency – Cross Border); the 1992 ISDA Master Agreement 
(Local Currency – Single Jurisdiction); the 1987 ISDA Interest Rate and Currency Exchange Agreement; 
and the 1987 ISDA Interest Rate Swap Agreement. 
3  “ISDA Credit Support Documents” is defined as any of the following: the 2001 ISDA Margin 
Provisions; the 1995 ISDA Credit Support Annex governed by Japanese law; the 1995 ISDA Credit 
Support Annex governed by English law; the 1995 ISDA Credit Support Deed governed by English law; 
and the 1994 ISDA Credit Support Annex governed by New York law. 
4  “ISDA Definitional Booklets” is defined as any definitional booklet published (and amended from 
time to time) by ISDA and included on the “Bookstore” section of the ISDA website.  
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In addition, there is a fee of $1000 per event for an ISDA Publication marked as “Free 
Download” in order to copy and distribute such ISDA Publication at the event, regardless 
of the number of copies to be made and/or distributed. (Please see the description of 
“event” under “Reprint Request”). 
 
If my firm purchases one copy of an ISDA Publication, can my firm display and 
distribute that ISDA Publication on my firm’s intranet? 
No.   
 
If you are interested in having all ISDA Publications available on your firm’s intranet, 
please contact the ISDA office in New York at 212-901-6000 to inquire about the ISDA 
subscription service to the interactive Library of ISDA Documentation. 
 
Can my firm’s library or documentation unit photocopy or distribute a copy of a 
purchased ISDA Publication if the ISDA Publication remains within my firm? 
No.  Each ISDA Publication is protected by copyright.  With the exception of the 
subscription service to the interactive Library of ISDA Documentation, no photocopying 
or distribution of an ISDA Publication is permitted. 
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