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ISDA Launches Future Leaders in Derivatives Program

NEW YORK, October 13, 2021 — The International Swaps and Derivatives Association,
Inc. (ISDA) has launched a new professional development program for emerging leaders in
the derivatives market to help support their career progression and enable them to gain
experience of working alongside other practitioners from all parts of the derivatives industry.

For the first phase of the ISDA Future Leaders in Derivatives (IFLD) program, ISDA has
enrolled a diverse group of nearly 50 derivatives professionals who have already
demonstrated leadership potential within their own firms. They are drawn from buy- and sell-
side institutions, law firms and service providers around the world.

Over the coming year, the IFLD participants will work on developing thought-leadership
materials in two key areas — environmental, social and governance (ESG), and technology
and innovation. They will also have access to ISDA training resources and conferences,
giving them the opportunity to network and engage with their peers.

The initial cohort will be split into two working groups, each chaired by an ISDA staff
member who will work with the group to agree objectives and provide guidance. IFLD
working groups will be expected to develop papers on their topic of focus and deliver their
output to an industry audience next year.

During the second part of the program, a series of training sessions will be delivered,
covering technical topics such as the fundamentals of derivatives, media training and
leadership skills. Most participants will graduate from the program after one year of
participation, at which point a new group will be enrolled.

“The derivatives market faces some exciting opportunities in the years ahead and it is more
important than ever that we identify and nurture potential leaders across a diverse range of
functions, business lines and geographies. The IFLD program will give participants the
opportunity to develop their careers and professional networks, providing a platform to take
on future leadership positions. This program will be critical to ensure the market continues to
flourish for years to come,” said Scott O’Malia, ISDA’s Chief Executive.

“As we bring together this diverse network of emerging leaders, we are looking forward to
hearing their perspectives on issues of strategic importance to the future of the derivatives
market. By engaging with their peers, exchanging views within working groups and
participating in the IFLD training program, they will gain valuable experience of ISDA’s
work that will support their professional development,” said Ciaran McGonagle, Assistant
General Counsel at ISDA and Chair of the IFLD Committee.

The IFLD program launches this week with two welcome events that are being held virtually
to provide access to participants in all locations and time zones.
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For Press Queries, Please Contact:

Nick Sawyer, ISDA London, +44 20 3808 9740, nsawyer@isda.org
Lauren Dobbs, ISDA New York, +1 212 901 6019, Idobbs@isda.org

Joel Clark, ISDA London, +44 20 3808 9760, jclark@isda.org
Christopher Faimali, ISDA London, +44 20 3808 9736, cfaimali@isda.org
Nikki Lu, ISDA Hong Kong, +852 2200 5901, nlu@isda.org

About ISDA

Since 1985, ISDA has worked to make the global derivatives markets safer and more
efficient. Today, ISDA has over 960 member institutions from 78 countries. These members
comprise a broad range of derivatives market participants, including corporations, investment
managers, government and supranational entities, insurance companies, energy and
commaodities firms, and international and regional banks. In addition to market participants,
members also include key components of the derivatives market infrastructure, such as
exchanges, intermediaries, clearing houses and repositories, as well as law firms, accounting
firms and other service providers. Information about ISDA and its activities is available on
the Association’s website: www.isda.org. Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook and
YouTube.

ISDA® is a registered trademark of the International Swaps and Derivatives Association, Inc.
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